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V) | haif years later, is questioning taken place.”. . ... such prominent use of it in de-
: yea N : In reaching this decision, it he Administration’s
the whole decision-making pro- fense -of  the ministration
. was apparent from the Mec- d likely to add t
: cedure followed by the Ad- . case seemed likely to a o]
i . Namara statement that the Ad- he tensi bet the com-
' ministration in reacting to the| piniciarion placed consider- |11¢ tensions between
reported attacks by North Viet-| able reliance ‘on secret_intellj-; [ittee and the Executive branch
ONT NK]N ATT A hamese PT boats. gence information obtained by||over the Tonkin incidents.
: It is generally accepted by||monitoring North Vietnamese|| But perhaps even more ex-

; radio command circuits. - , 4cerbating to the committee
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He Says Intelligence Source| questions are being raised by | onica report of a highly classi-| [Administration chose to make
. : the committee as to whether fied and unimpeachable nature”|/|the McNamara statement public
Confirmed- Navy Reports the nighttime engagement on |was received staﬁrllg ;chat North||—in defiance of the long-
—Radio Monitor Hinted Aug. 4 occurred, and more im- |Vietnamese naval forces I-|istanding protocol that witnes-
portant, whether the Admin- ;tended to attack thev.Mﬁdd.QX% ses’ statements should be re-

istration had conclusive proof :an%h'le‘grnﬁr.i};g. the attack, hel|leased only with the approval

of the attack before ordering continued, another intelligence|l|of the Congressional committee.
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Excerpts from the McNamara reprisals. - Treport was received stating that| | While it succeeded in striking
statement are on Page 12. Underlying these questions is ithe North Vietnamese patroliiithe first blow, the Administra-

- a suspicion among some com- craft had reported they were ‘|tion may also have contributed
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Special to The Now York Times ministration interpreted. incon- o another iﬁtelligence’ report Z:stag:é:gg. anyg ere?l egommittee
WASHINGTON, Feb. 20 — clusive and circumstantial evi- stating that the North Vietnam- meyrhbers were suggesting that

Secretary of Defense Robert'S.| |dence of the Aug. 4 attack in e&se forces had reported losingf Mr. McNamara should he re-
McNamara disclosed today that[ |light of a predisposition within two boﬁt,s%;thgengagerqent. . | [called and other witnesses sum-
the Administration had “Righly} |the Executive branch to carry Mr. McNamara never identi- moned.

classified and unimpeac le”| |the war to North Vietnam. i

intelligence “information estgh- In concluding his statement,i fied the source of the intelli-

lishing that two Americaft de-| pp McNamara emphatically|gence reports except to say
stroyers had come under North| denied that the United States|they came grom “a highly
Vietnamese attack in the._ ‘had somehow provoked the classified and unimpeachable
of Tonkin in August, 1964. Aug. 4 incident or used it as a source,” But Pentagon sources

He made the disclosure in a| gﬁg:g};gl for attacking  North indicated that the intelligence
statement to the Senate For- He characterized any such||information had been obtained
€ign Relations Committee ag it insinuations as “monstrous.” iby monitoring radio communi-

began. a politic;aé}l]y sensitive re- " ;\{Ir.‘{\élgggmira actkl'lonI'Edged Ications between the North Viet-
€xamination of the crucial Ton- L necertainty” ex-| ' rol their
Kin incidents. : isted then and exists to this| Pamese patrol boats and !

« ; commands ashore.
In reprisal for the incidents gﬁ%;ﬁsbf’mﬁf iﬁ?esgfoﬁ‘(f E{fgéi‘f Until the McNamara state-
~—an Aug. 2 attack on the de- . But, he said, “there should be| ment today, the Defense De-
stroyer Maddox and an Aug.| no uncertainty about the fact partment has repeatedly de-
4 attack on the destroyers| that an attack took place.” clined to discuss whether it had
Maddox and Turner Joy—the mé?jzﬂ;g tg;’;e:h?eg:ﬁft‘:;‘ “;aiﬁ electronic intelligence informa-
Administration ordered the first strikes  against Vietnamy he| tion confirming the trlllorth Vletci
air strikes against North Viet- said, “sufficient evi de_nce’was namese attacks on the groun

nam and got Congressional ap-| in the hands of the Pregi dent that such information was

proval of a resolution endors-| to establish beyond any doubt Segge;as also understood that
Ing “all necessary measures” the Defense Department had de-
to “prevent further aggression.” clined to make such informa-
Fulbright Advice Ignored tion available to the committee
The statement’ was handed staff in its study of the Tonkin
out by the Pentagon press of- incidents.

The fact that Mr. McNamara

fice after a closed session at has now chosen to make the

which Senator J. W, Fulbright,
the committee chairman, had
advised Mr, McNamara against
making the statement public,
immediately. -

Mr, Fulbright, though obvi.
ously annoyed, declined ito
make an immediate rebuttal
istatement.
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